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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LENINGRAD 0465 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CVIS, OCLR, NO, UR, US 

SUB J : EXCHANGES OF PERSONNEL ON SOVIET MERCHANT SHIPS IN 
US PORTS 

REF: STATE 089291 

POST CAN FORESEE ONLY ONE POSSIBLE PROBLEM WITH 

PROCEDURE OUTLINED REFTEL. IT IS MORE LIKELY THAT SOVIET 

SEAMEN WILL HAVE THEIR SAILOR'S PASSPORTS (PASPORT MORYAKA) 

ANALOGOUS TO OUR SEAMEN'S "Z CARD", THAN A SOVIET FOREIGN 

PASSPORT. WILL IT BE ACCEPTABLE TO INS FOR US TO ISSUE 

TRANSIT VISAS ON THE BASIS OF THIS DOCUMENTATION (IN WHICH 

IT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE TO STAMP VISA) IN LIEU OF A SOVIET 

FOREIGN PASSPORT? ALSO, DO SOVIETS ISSUE AMCIT SEAMEN 

AND "AMERICAN SEAMEN" TRANSIT VISAS ON Z CARDS? POST 

THINKS IT WOULD BE WELL FOR DEPARTMENT TO ADVISE SOVIET EMBASSY 

TO RELAY US TRANSIT VISA REGULATIONS TO POTENTIAL APPLICANTS, 

E G. PERSONAL APPEARNCE BEFORE CONSULAR OFFICER, ETC. 

UPON RECEIPT DEPARTMENT REPLY TO ABOVE QUESTION AND 
ANNOUNCEMENT PROCEDURE OUTLINED REFTEL HAS BEEN ADOPTED, 

POST WILL ALSO INFORM BALTIC STEAMSHIP CO. DIRECTLY 
OF PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING TRANSIT VISA. 
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